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THE CEDARS OF DEXTER 

RECIPIENT OF ANN ARBOR AREA BOARD OF REALTORS  

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS AWARD 

 

CHELSEA, Mich. – On January 15, 2009, the Ann Arbor Area Board of REALTORS 

announced Gordon Hall and The Cedars of Dexter as one of two recipients of the 

Board’s 2009 Environmental Awareness Award.  The Cedars of Dexter is a new 

independent living community, developed by United Methodist Retirement 

Communities (UMRC), offering the perfect balance between active lifestyle options 

and maintenance-free living for adults age 60 and up.  Sixty Craftsman-style 

cottages, a club house and fitness spa are planned for this community in Dexter, 

neighboring historic Gordon Hall. 

 

Gordon Hall was built in 1860 by Judge Dexter, founder of the Village of Dexter.  

UMRC was a participant, along with the Dexter Area Historical Society, the Village 

of Dexter, Scio Township and Webster Township, in the broad-based, community-wide 

effort to purchase Gordon Hall from the University of Michigan and to preserve this 

historic landmark.   

 

The collaborative efforts among these groups to restore Gordon Hall led to this 

award.  In addition, many features for environmentally responsible design were 

incorporated into the building of The Cedars of Dexter.  UMRC’s extensive plan for 

landscaping and tree replacement in the grounds surrounding The Cedars of Dexter 

and Gordon Hall is also underway.  

 

UMRC President and CEO commented: “We at UMRC are honored by this recognition 

by the Ann Arbor Area Board of Realtors for our careful planning and collaborative 

efforts to both restore Gordon Hall and to be mindful of the surrounding 

environment as we designed The Cedars of Dexter.”   

 

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for The Cedars of Dexter Model Home and Information 

Center took place on October 24, 2008, and Cedars staff members are currently 

available 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, for tours and information. 

 

The Environmental Awareness Award is presented by the Ann Arbor Area Board of 

REALTORS to a Washtenaw County individual, organization, business, developer or 

builder, based on a variety of criteria, including consideration of the environment, 



restoration and remodeling efforts that promote historical preservation and reuse 

materials, and other recycling programs.   

 

Building on a foundation of more than 100 years of service, United Methodist Retirement Communities 

is a faith-based, non-profit organization that promotes the wellness, dignity and independence of 

older adults, by providing high quality, innovative and compassionate senior residential care services 

across Southeast Michigan. 
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