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WEDNESDAY SPOTLIGHT

 By Shannon Maynard
For the Citizen Patriot

Linda Stephens has worked 
for Chelsea Retirement Com-
munity for 18 years.

The Pleasant Lake resident 
enjoys her job, likes the resi-
dents and works hard. Those 
attributes are some of the rea-
sons Stephens was recently 
honored with the 2007 Unsung 
Hero Award from the Michi-
gan Association of Homes and 
Services for the Aging. 

Co-worker Bev Burgett 
nominated Stephens. 

“(Linda) does so much be-
hind the scenes that people 
aren’t aware of,” Burgett said. 
“She does things on her own 
time, which helps her to stand 
out within the community. 
She’s always willing to go out 

of her way to help people.” 
Stephens, 58, started as an 

aide. After two years, a job 
became available in inven-
tory control. The new role 
was a good fit and Stephens 
has worked there since. 

“Every day you learn some-
thing new from (the resi-
dents),” she said. “If you want 
to get an everyday model on 
how to live, here you have liv-

ing examples.” 
Through her position, Ste-

phens has also had the op-
portunity to work with spe-
cial-education students from 
Chelsea High School. 

Working alongside Ste-
phens and other employees, 
the students learn to interact 
with the staff and residents. 
Stephens says it is a special 
part of her job. 

In addition to working with 
the students, Stephens’ main 
responsibilities include pric-
ing, ordering, unloading and 
billing stock that comes into 
the community. 

Throughout her time with 
the retirement community, 
Stephens says she has become 
a happier person. 

“I’m contented because I 
get so much from work. It’s a 
job that gives so much back 
to you so you can feel good 
about yourself.” 

Stephens is grateful to 
have the opportunity to serve 
those who live at Chelsea Re-
tirement Community. 

“It’s the greatest generation 
we’re caring for,” she said. 
“They don’t come here to 
age. They come here to live; 
it’s remarkable.”

Woman named Unsung Hero

JACKSON CITY COUNCIL

How to nominate

Wednesday Spotlight, which appears weekly, focuses 
on people who serve — their Jackson-area community 
as volunteers, their country in the military service 
(past or present) or their world for the greater good, 
such as current or former residents who are making a 
difference. To nominate someone, contact Assistant 
Metro Editor Sara Scott at 768-4983 or at sscott@
citpat.com.

 By Fredricka Paul
fpaul@citpat.com — 768-4927

With a couple of new 
faces and several familiar 
ones Tuesday, the Jackson 
City Council’s first order of 
business was to unanimously 
elect Councilman Andrew 
Frounfelker as vice mayor.

“I am very honored and 
humbled,” Frounfelker said. 
“I have done some hard work 
the past two years and I look 
forward to doing more hard 
work the next two years.”

Along with his new posi-
tion, Frounfelker said he is 
excited to work with the new 
members. He said the lines of 
communication have already 
opened and they are working 
on plans for the next meet-
ing.

Councilman John Polac-
zyk nominated Frounfelker 
to be vice mayor because his 
“heart and soul is in the city” 
and he has always been avail-
able.

“He has a good sense of the 
pulse of the city and is there 
to serve,” Polaczyk said.

As vice mayor, Frounfelker 
is second in command. If 

Mayor Jerry Ludwig cannot 
attend a meeting, Froun-
felker will run the show. 

And if Ludwig can no lon-
ger serve as mayor, Froun-
felker would be appointed to 
the chief position — as then-
vice mayor Ludwig was this 
year when former Mayor 
Martin Griffin was elected 
to the state House of Repre-
sentatives.

Also Tuesday, Ludwig, 
Councilmen Robert Howe, 
Kenneth Gaiser, Polaczyk 
and Treasurer Andrew 
Wrozek took their oaths of 
office. All were elected Nov. 
6.

“It’s a nice ceremony,” 

Ludwig said. “At least the 
first vote was unanimous all 
across the board. That sends 
a good message.”

At age 62, Howe said he 
was more relaxed getting 
sworn in Tuesday night than 
he was at 45, when he was 
on the former City Commis-
sion. He and the rest of the 
council are “ready to roll,” 
he said.

Gaiser, a newcomer to the 
council, compared getting 
sworn in to the start of a bas-
ketball game.

“I was just a little nervous,” 
he said.

Gaiser and Howe defeated 
council members Sarah 
Mead and William Mure.

After being appointed to 
the council in January, Po-
laczyk said, he thought there 
could be nothing more excit-
ing — until Tuesday when he 
was sworn in.

“It is something about be-
ing elected by the people,” 
Polaczyk said. 

“I want to serve four years 
with the community work-
ing together toward making 
the 6th Ward the best ward 
in the city.”

Frounfelker new vice mayor
In other 
business

During Tuesday’s Jack-
son City Council meet-
ing, City Manager Wil-
liam Ross was unani-
mously re-appointed to 
the Jackson City Plan-
ning Commission. His 
term began Dec. 1 and 
ends Nov. 30, 2009.

GRASS LAKE

By Shannon Maynard
For the Citizen Patriot

The American Youth Soc-
cer Association’s Grass Lake 
league may not have fields to 
play on next fall.

For the past two years, the 
league has played in Jackson, 
where it had temporary field 
access. That agreement will 
not be renewed next year due 
to availability, leaving AYSO’s 
Region 610 soccer players 
with no place to play.

The region includes players 
from Grass Lake, Napoleon, 
Michigan Center, East Jack-
son and Vandercook Lake.

“There are no soccer fields 
in Grass Lake anymore,” said 
Jim Wait, AYSO representa-
tive.

The fields were lost two 
years ago when the elemen-
tary and middle schools were 
expanded.

League officials approached 
the village council Tuesday to 
obtain funding to finish soc-
cer fields at the Grass Lake 
Sports and Trails Park, which 
is owned by the township.

The league would like 
Grass Lake village and town-
ship to each give $12,000 to 
complete the fields by fall. In 
exchange, the league would 
give $10 per player per year to 
both the village and township 
until the money is paid back. 

Officials say the village is 
unable to provide funding 
because the Sports and Trails 
Park is outside village limits. 
That means a recreation au-
thority must be formed be-
fore any village money could 
be used for the park.

“The Sports and Trails Park 
is going to be an asset to the 
community, and I am very 
much in favor of getting this 
thing up and running,” said 
village President Rod Walz. 
“I would take a close look at 
supporting (creation of a rec-
reation authority).”

Tuesday, AYSO officials 
will present their plan to 
the township board. If town-
ship officials are receptive, 
a recreation authority could 
be formed in the coming 
months. 

Soccer 
league 
lacking 
fields

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION

Rep travels 
with group 
to 9 countries 

By Kristin Longley
klongley@citpat.com — 768-4917

It was a cold, dreary and 
damp day, Rep. Tim Walberg 
said, the kind that makes it 
easy to see Kabul is in the 
middle of a war zone.

The six-member congres-
sional delegation traveled 
the streets of Afghanistan’s 
capital last week in armored 
vehicles, noticing extensive 
potholes in the roads and 
depressing, rundown build-
ings.

“The streets were crowded 
and the markets were full of 
people,” Walberg said. “Busi-
ness was happening, but it 
was clear it was a war zone.”

The visit to Afghanistan 
was a first for Walberg, a 

freshman Republican from 
Tipton. It was one stop dur-
ing a whirlwind trip that took 
the bipartisan delegation to 
nine countries on three con-
tinents in fewer than eight 
days. They logged about 
45,000 miles in air travel.

“It was very fast-paced,” 
Walberg said. “The high-
lights for me mostly were the 
people.”

The delegation was en-
couraged to push for more 
trainers for Afghan police, 
who have problems with 
corruption, Walberg said. 
He said it is not time for 
coalition forces to leave the 
country and was struck by 
how Afghan soldiers view 
the U.S. troops.

“They know Americans 
won’t leave them high and 
dry without resources,” he 
said. “That’s a credit to our 
soldier.”

The delegation also met 
with democratic leadership 
in several African countries, 
including Burundi, Ethiopia 

and Ghana. 
Walberg said he was im-

pressed with these Third-
World leaders who “rolled 
up their sleeves” within their 
communities.

The last leg of the trip 
took them to Poland and the 
Czech Republic to discuss 
President Bush’s plan to es-
tablish missile defense facili-
ties in the countries, which 
has been unpopular with the 
public.

Walberg said the entire trip 
was valuable and eye-open-
ing, from the accomodations 
to the food. He said he would 
next like to visit Iraq and the 
United States’ southern bor-
ders to examine immigration 
issues.

Walberg: It’s not time for forces 
to leave Afghanistan war zone 

Read more

For more on Rep. Tim 
Walberg’s overseas 
trip, visit his blog at 
http://walberg.house.
gov/blog.
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